
Successful Navigation of Section 404 of the 

Clean Water Act 

Presented to: 

Rocky Mountain Environmental Health and Safety Peer Group 

Denver, CO 

Chris Reichard 

October 25, 2006 



Todayôs Discussion 

ÂClean Water Act (404) 

ÂEndangered Species Act (Section 7) 

 



 
 

Section 404 Clean Water Act 
 
 



Regulates the discharge of 
fill material into Waters of 

the U.S.   

ÂWaters of the U.S. include: 

Â Most rivers and streams that are part of the interstate 
tributary system 

Â Wetlands adjacent to jurisdictional rivers and streams 
(1987 ACOE Manual) 

Â Lakes or ponds that are tributary to an interstate 
waterway 

Â Certain intrastate lakes with a significant interstate 
commerce nexus (Great Salt Lake in Utah)  



Typically NOT Waters of the 
U.S. 

Â Isolated wetlands 

ÂSome isolated lakes and ponds 

ÂWetlands supported solely by artificial 
irrigation 

ÂMan-made ditches excavated in dry land 

ÂWater/Wastewater Treatment Ponds 

ÂSwales lacking an ordinary high water 
mark or wetland characteristics 


