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Presentation Overview 

1. SPCC Rule Applicability and Basics 

2. Facility Response Plan Rule 

3. EPAôs Roles 

4. Your Roles 
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Please note that this presentation 
is a summary and does not cover 

every SPCC or FRP provision 

Always refer to the SPCC and FRP rules 
and official Agency guidance found at 

www.epa.gov/oilspill  
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Spill Prevention Control and 
Countermeasure (SPCC) 
Applicability 
and Basics 

Section 1. 
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SPCC Rule Overview 

ÁAuthority from Clean Water Act 

ÁOil Pollution Prevention regulation 
codified at 40 CFR part 112 

ÁIncludes requirements for Facility Response Plans  

ÁOriginal rule effective in January 1974 
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Requirements of the SPCC rule 

ÅRequires certain facilities, including many 
production facilities,  to develop and 
implement a site-specific SPCC Plan to 
address: 

ÁSpill prevention 

ÁSpill control 

ÁSpill countermeasures 
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Do I need an SPCC Plan? 

ÁFacility stores > 1,320 
gallons of oil in aggregate 
above-ground storage or 
has 42,000 gallons of 
completely buried oil 
storage capacity; and 

ÁFacility has a ñreasonable 
expectation of an oil 
dischargeò to waterway or 
adjoining shoreline. 

You must have an SPCC Plan if: 
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SPCC Applicability 

Counted  Not  Counted  

55-gallons or greater  

5-gallon container 
 30-gallon drum 

Permanently Closed 
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What is a ñReasonable 
Expectation of an Oil Dischargeò? 

Á Initial determination by the owner/operator based on 
geographic location of the production facility: 
proximity to water, land contour, drainage  

ÁExclude manmade features, such as roads and 
secondary containment dikes around tanks and 
impoundments 

ÁGood idea to document determination 

- Particularly if you conclude you are not subject to the rule  

- Not a rule requirement  

ÁSee Section 2.4 of SPCC guidance document 

http://www.epa.gov/emergencies/docs/oil/spcc/guidance/2_Applicability.pdf  
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Rule Applies To Non-
Transportation Related Facilities 

ÁDrilling 

ÁProducing 

ÁGathering 

ÁStoring 

ÁProcessing 

 

ÁRefining 

ÁTransferring 

ÁDistributing 

ÁUsing 

ÁConsuming 

Regulations apply to owners and operators 
of facilities involved in:  
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Definitions - Oil 

ÁOil, as defined in Section 311 
(a)(1) of the CWA, can be of 
any kind or in any form 
including, but not limited to  

- Petroleum and non-
petroleum based oils 

- Crude Oil 

- Refined Products 

- Animal Fats, and  

- Vegetable oils 

- Synthetic oils 
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Examples of Oil at Production, 
Drilling and Workover 

Á Crude oil 

Á Oily waste 

Á Lubrication oil 

Á Hydraulic oils 

Á Fuel storage for vehicles 

Á Fuel and oil for Drilling rigs 

Á Oil in transformers 

Á Liquid oil condensate 

Á Oil based frac fluids 

Á Natural Gasoline 

Á Produced Water containing oil  
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Produced Water Container 

ÁProduced water 
container means a 
storage container at an 
oil production facility 
used to store the 
produced water after 
initial oil/water 
separation, and prior to 
reinjection, beneficial 
reuse, discharge, or 
transfer for disposal. 

Infrared photograph of a produced 

water storage tank with a two foot oil 

layer on top of water. 
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What is in an SPCC Plan? 

ÁContainment and procedures to 
Prevent oil discharges; 

ÁProactive Control measures to keep an 
oil discharge from entering navigable 
waters of the U.S. or adjoining 
shorelines (containment); and 

ÁEffective Countermeasures to contain, 
clean up, and mitigate any oil 
discharge that affects navigable waters 
of the U.S. (spill response measures).  
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What else is in an SPCC Plan? 

ÁCurrent facility diagram showing all 
tanks and pipelines, 

ÁFacility security plan, 

ÁInspection requirements & schedule, 

ÁTraining requirements & schedule, and 

 

ÁRecords to show these requirements 
have been continuously completed. 
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SPCC Works!!! 

 

ÁSPCC regulations requires preparation and 
implementation of a written Plan 

 

Facilities with solid, well-implemented SPCC plans 
rarely experience reportable spills 
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Navigable Waterways of the U.S. 
and Adjoining Shorelines 
Á Applicability of the SPCC rule is predicated on a reasonable threat 
of discharge of oil to ñnavigable waters of the U.S. or adjoining 
shorelinesò 

Á What are navigable waters of the U.S.? 

ïSurface waterways ï streams, creeks, rivers, lakes 

ïWetlands adjacent to a navigable waterway 

ÁNexus important 

ïCan be intermittent streams.  Best determination if flowing at 

least seasonally (3 months or more), depending on several 

factors (see Rapanos Guidance) 

http://www.epa.gov/owow_keep/wetlands/guidance/CWAwaters.html  

http://www.epa.gov/owow_keep/wetlands/guidance/CWAwaters.html
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Navigable Waters of the U.S. and 
Adjoining Shorelines Discussion 
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* Memorandum  of understanding between secretary of transportation and 
Administrator of EPA Nov. 24, 1971. 36 FR 24080 and a summary is found in 
Appendix A of the SPCC rule  

These facilities are subject to authority and 
control of U.S. Department of Transportation*  

EPA - NO! DOT - YES! 

Examples of Transportation 
Related Facilities 
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Examples of Transportation 
Related Facilities 

Truck stop ï  

     incident to transportation 

Parked at home terminal ï  

Non-transportation related 
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Examples of Transportation 
Related Facilities 

Surge Tanks 

Pipeline in - Pipeline out 

No racks, No trucks, No railcars 

Transportatation 

Pipeline Terminal with Rack 

Non-Transportation Storage 
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Examples of Transportation 
Related Facilities 

Railcars stored on  

Dakota Southern Railway  

Property 

Transportation 

Railcars stored on  

Dakota Planes Transport 

Property 

Non-Transportation 
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Onshore Production Facilities  

ÅDesign/update tank batteries in accordance with 
good engineering practice  

ïadequate size tank, or 

ïEqualizer lines between tanks, or 

ïTank vacuum protection, or 

ïHigh level sensor for computer controlled 

ÅRegularly scheduled inspection of piping & valves 
associated with oil transfers. Repair as required 

ÅPeriodically inspect produced water treating 
facilities 

ÅProvide a flowline maintenance program 
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Onshore Drilling & Workover 

ÅMeet General Requirements 

ÅPosition equipment to prevent releases to 
navigable waters 

ÅProvide ring level, catchment basin or 
diversionary structure to intercept releases 

ÅInstall BOPE when drilling casing or working-over 
a well 

ïBOPE must be rated to control well 
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Produced Water 

ÅProduced water container means a storage 
container at an oil production facility used to 
store the produced water after initial oil/water 
separation, and prior to reinjection, beneficial 
reuse, discharge, or transfer for disposal.  

 

 

ÅOil is not produced at a DRY GAS well 

 ergo: Separators are used to cleanup the water 
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Produced Water Container: 
Alternative Requirements 

ÅIn lieu of providing sized secondary 
containment for produced water containers, a 
facility owner/operator can:  

ïHave a PE certify a procedure for each produced 
water container that is designed to separate the 
free-phase oil that accumulates on the surface of 
the produced water, that is implemented on a 
regular schedule;  

ïConduct visual inspections, maintenance and 
corrective action;  
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Flowlines &  
Non-DOT Gathering Lines  

ÅInstead of secondary containment for flowlines 
and intra-facility gathering lines, amended rule 
requires: 

ïContingency plan;  

ïWritten commitment of manpower, equipment, and 
materials; and  

ïFlowline/intra -facility maintenance program meeting 
the new rule requirements.  

ÅNew requirements are optional. 

ÅGathering lines that are subject to the DOT 
regulatory requirements at 49 CFR parts 192 or 
195 are exempt from the SPCC requirements. 
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Flowline Maintenance Program  
 
ÅRequirements for flowline and intra-facility 

gathering line maintenance program were made 
more specific for all facilities:  

ïCompatibility with production fluids and conditions 
expected in the operational environment 

ïVisual inspection and/or testing on a periodic and 
regular schedule 

ïFrequency and type of testing must allow for the 
implementation of a contingency plan if there is no 
secondary containment 

ïCorrective action or repairs  

ïPrompt removal or initiation of actions to stabilize and 
remediate any accumulations of oil discharges 
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Facility Response Plans 

Section 2. 
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Facility Response Plans (FRPs) 

What facilities need an FRP? 

 

ÅFacilities with the potential to cause  

ñsubstantial harmò 

 


